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DXA PacketCluste m
N4ZC Sunley, NC 144930 & 441.000
digis on Young Moungain DXUYNG 441.00
{type <C DXZ> alter connecting 0 DXYNG) 144950
diei in Greenshoro (type <C DXZ> alter connecting to DXYNG) 144,950
digi on Beamer Knob {type <C DXZ> alier comuecting to DXBMR) 144.93
K4MD Chartotte. NC 144910 & 441.075 (120079600 baud)
digi near Wingale DXWIN 14491

PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

It you haven't noticed (he improvements and additions 10 our homepage, check it out. 1U's getting better all the time! The URL
is <htip:/www cdxaorg>

For the past several weeks, [ve spent all waking hours not otherwise occupied pursuing the necessities of life working on
new compuicr and associated TNCs, cables, and radios for our PacketCluster. This new installation will be localed a1 K4ZA's
(FTH, using the CNXA call, WADXA. This node will replace the current N4ZC node. A recent flurry of equipment tailures at
N4ZC have precipitated Roger's need for veliel Irom the pressures he and 1 have gladly accepled i the past to bring you o
reliable PacketCluster system.  While nol housing the node at his home, Roger will conunge 0 serve as a Sysop, alheit
remelely. Theee's none heller,

The club is secking yualificd members to help take care of the PacketCluster system. An assistant for each node and digi-site
would help—more than you know. Roger and [ will continue o provide a wide background of support, but we also need
HELP. Do you have a basic bands-on familiarity with a DOS-computer? Do you have simple radio and TNC woubleshooting
talent? Even il you just have a willingness to learn, we'll bring you up to speed in no time. You'll enjoy a great deal of
satisfaction helping to keep the DX spots lowing. Let Roger or myself know of your interest and willingness to help. The
syslem js simply 100 big for onc person o maintain. 1f no volunieers come forward, the obvious answer is to shrink the system
to a4 maintainable and manageable level.

Mitrek radio update: N3BL, Gary Branch, is now in possession of the Mitrek radios, and will begin the physical mods to put
these 5O walt radios on our UHF user ports. As Gary hones this conversion process (o a science, the others will foliow shortly.
The radios will then be waed by qualified personnel to make them ready to use. have a list of those who sent in the requested
downpayments o KIMQG. Those orders will be filled first. If you still want a radio, and haven’t sent a deposit to K4MQG,
please ¢-mail me al <kdmd@juno.com> or via the PacketCluster. We'll see if there is sufficient interest to obtain additional
radios tor cus members,

And remember, (he Charlotie Hamfest is just around the corner—March 7th and 8th. Get your tickets ahead of time for this
enjoyable cvent, and don't miss our very own N4RF, Rick, as he brings the North Cook Island DX-pedition to life. See you at
Valentino's Saturday night with all the other DXers. And, as promised last month, K4MQG (normally trusting, loyal, and able
to remember this sort of stulD) has enclosed seif-addressed envelopes o ease paying your 1998 CDXA dues!

73 de Joe, KAMD




EDITORIAL

In o moment of reverie the other evening, I found myself comparing passion and enthusiasm.

We mostly begin lite with enthusiasm, a kind of wild, untethered and rambunctious charge toward
life. If we're lucky, that’s tempered and tamed into passion, something a bit more focused and
fruitful. If we don’t tare quite so well, it’s turned into a boring and fruitless existence. The sort
of thing teachers talk about a lot, something they see happening to kids.

OF course, they're talking about passion as it relates to knowledge- -how kids learn. And we
know that enthusiasm is indeed vitally important to successful learning. It supplies the energy, the
motivation if you will, making the efforts required seem easier, less difficult, and sometimes, even
fun. You've witnessed it yourself, iff you've ever been invoived in a Volunteer Examiner class.
Maybe you even remember it—the drive toward getting a ticket and getting on the air?

As we get older (and supposedly smarter), this energy changes, gets channeled into other areas,
into people (family), places (careers), and things (keeping the first together, fully clothed and fed,
and the second advancing, enabling the first, and so on, sometimes becoming what seems a
vicious cycle). Sometimes the enthusiasm goes away, or gets forgotten, or is simply pushed
down. down, down, into the dim recesses of memory.

Pve been rediscovering mine lately, as I put the station together. Mostly, [ find it coming back as
I work on the tower. It’s that part of enthusiasm in adulthood which is often characterized, as
well as described, as “those boys with their toys.” (Let’s face it, you won’t find too many women
running out to buy bass boats, shotguns, motorcycles, radios towers and the like. It’s a guy thing,
plain and simple.) [ find it easy to relate what I learned from early mentors to what I'm working
on at the new QTH. [ find it easy to remember my boyhood dreams. 1 find it easy to rediscover
energy and enthusiasm for the hobby,

The passion part comes mainly from wanting to do everything right—ijust as I’ve read about,
talked with the afore-mentioned mentors about, and imagined myself doing in the preceding years.
It’s something tangible and real. It’s a mental state; it’s a fantasy come-to-life. It’s a driving
desire to excel and do things I've never done before, even after 35 years of being licensed. Which
is hard. considering everything I've done in the hobby already.

It's passion and enthusiasm, all right. 1t's a “boy and his toys,” too, | feel just like I did in
February of 1963, when WNSHIW came in the mail. Stay tuned for further adventures. . ..

—~-K4ZA



CARABINERS IN TOWER WORK

O oseves cveryslere you look, [olks are using carubiners  those marvelous little wols Tor hooking,
hanging. aed Loldiog things, Harrison Ford Gas the US Prestdenty pets pulled out ol a 747 and inte a rescue
C-1300m A Fovee One using, naturally, a couple of carabiners,  Stage hands, climbers, hang gliding
folks, window clearners, tree trimimers - everyone's using these clever gadpets.

Whike cinabiners are not g compdele substilute for knot knowledge (the possibilities are simply (oo vast to
conpaie the twen, carabiners eoe uselul tools, Hlerewith, some thoughts on using them saftely and correctly,
For toneer works CADd yes, no matier how nany you have, you will nced more.} Reniermber the old saying.
CTivery e spent preparing on the ground saves an hour on ke ower?” Make sure your ground crew
kness e bunderstands how 1o nse your cirabiners belure you get o hundred feet tor more} in the air,

Laets dowob s sone of the most catmmon usex for carabiners. First, consider aonything which neads to be

Prmpronnie " ted G o either vour belt or the fosver. The tiest thing to Jook tor here Bs the sive of the gate
openine The wider the gate opening, e mere usetul o tool the carabiner will be when you clip it to the
fosees v s el iFortumitely Tor maost hams. the more conen, sinaller-sized carabiners it Rohin 25

nicels, T sodi e Tucks enougely to have Robi 45, AB- 105, or something else larger, you'll probably find
foareve, e cxpensive, carabiners are required.y A nice [esuure 10 ook Tor is the notehless gate receptor.
Thes T avaiable o o few manu Gieturers, and usualty cost considerally more. hat are quite Taody.

Poosealtcone s et 12 cavabiners anstite T elindh o rower. soowelult s something 1 alwiys consider,
Pron s aerb ek e new wirg wale corabings gatning popularity, They'te usually lighter, stronger, and
sunte e e lnreer gate opening han even bent-gate verstons of e sane mexlel,

Adcet e e s as o irng” carabiner, o seenre something wansterved up and down g tower. Try (o use
lockrerr carabiner o prevent trouble partway up e tower. Almost all carbiners are designed Tor Hve loads.
but i o e seiny foouse one o lall arrest, positioning, or suspension systen, it needs 1o lock
amtoaulically and ke two deliberate actions 1o open. (Mever take anything you're using for Gadl arrest
worle e crented. Dot just Sisten for the click.”™ for instance, of your lanyard as you “snap in” on the
Dot ALMOANYS T OOIC o nrake sure vou're secuiely belted o the tower! The same goes Tor carabiners.)

o cvsneluseen, Dere s o short [st ol caorabiner “1O8™ and “DONTTS™ o remember:

FooAvoid loading carabiners with the gate open

2o Never ol phaced over an edge
Poowewven subgect varabiners to iwasting loads
A s iepect oo cracks, bent vivets. or any damage belore use

v

Al sdestroy weorn or damaged carabiners

O Avond rnonnnye lnes lvoueh carghiners

£ knew eoeh carabines s rating. Always rigowith a workload lower than the rated breaking streneth,
R Reep vour carabiners cleans (Clean them with o non-corrosive solvent )

SO D nbrieate the carabinee's eae with priephite
Cluiate 1 <o ahable oo monneain climbing, climbmgdieking rvpe sporting pood stowes. o nuinbe
are b e Terlotie And catdogs e avidable on e Internet (Petab makes particularly good e their

rese pudles lor mstanee. is invaluable i tower work, Iy <hitp/Awws inlosphaere.comipetzl=)

--K4ZA



POTPOURKI

1) The next issue of The Pidenp will, ol course, be the anoual Charlotte Hamfest ssue. We
always sign up new members during the hamiest. so publication of the official CDXA roster will
follow that cvent. I preparation of this publication, we need telephone numbers for the tollowing
muembers:

AANIZZ. ABION. KBALN, KD4RH, N4VC, NAXMA, N4XO, NAJ4LU, NC4Us, WAFHL
WIIRT, WIWIT. WASAFLE, WBAIL.MI. & KC8FS. Take a moment to let me know your
number. o i vou preler NOT to have your telephone listed, do that as well. Space restrictions
provent the inclusion of e-mall addresses m this roster. We're working oo that. [ continue to
“diseoner” eemanl addresses for members, Please. 1iF you have Internet aceess, Yet K4ZA know.

2) Speaking of hadestss onee again its tioe to plan, purchase tickets, & prepare for the greatest
hamlest in America the annual Dayton Hamvention. It you have never attended, it is. quate
simply. an event NOT TO BE MISSED, No matter what you are looking tor in ham radio terms.
chances wie tood you can find it (or @ suitable substitute) at Dayton. Take a moment to read the
ads QST o COLthen GF actull page ad alone doesit’t convinee you), ask someone who's been
there TRA7ZA mde his st foray there me 19640 o who attends regofarly why you should go.
Thenr chusiem will convinee you. NAZC & 1 will be raveling to the Buckeye State tor this
e cecd cvent onee awan this vear, [0 not too late twells we frope it's not too fate) Tor you o

Plan o aemng, as well

3) he CDXA homepage is well undenway, We continue to make changes & improvements.
Weve had well over 100 visitors in the month we've had the site operational. The site’s cven
been mentionped in the Hahan DX journal. Teedback bis been overwhelmingly positive. Anthony
& 1 thank you Tor vour kind words. However, we need Lo expand our “Gallery” section (which 18
photographs of member’ s stations, i you have not yet visited the site).  To do thiy most casily,
WENEED PICTURES OF YOU IN YOUR SHACK. Color prints, preterably. We'll scan them,
then et them o you, Please try sending me something suitable as soon as possible.

4) While on the subject of photographs. here’s another pitch or plea-- this time relating to the
CDNA booth ot the Charlotte Hamfest, Last year, we had a continuously-running slide projector
it hooth, showing members & their stations. This was, in a word. particularly successtul.
ines tormed as tolks stopped, Tooked, & stayed through a complete cycle. We'd like to do this
weein i vears Soowe need a SEIDE of vour & your station for the Hamfest (We cannot scan
slides frec-ulf-charee Yor the website, or we'd use shides for everything. We can, however, scun
prines free-of-charge. which is why were using them, in case you're wondering.) Tine iy running
vui e please Lo v o ver some pictires made & delivered o KAZA as sovn as possible. Tlelp
vt N ey e by interes e S show off o bitat the siame thne



TLE pACK PAGE

MEMBER PROFILE
Gary Branch, N5BI

In order to introduce newer CDXA members, this month’s profile of NSBI (by the way, Gary deserves our thanks for
his quick & courteous help aligning & modifying gear used in the PackeiCluster systent), who says:

I grew up in Arkansas, and was Elmered by KSKZT, my band director, with my first licensc as WNSBIV in 1962,
Shortly belore nty year as a novice was up, I discovered girls. Ham radio was no longer quite so interesting. 1
dabbled in electronics, (ixing TVs, radios and the like for the next few ycars, and took some home study electronic
courses. | attended the University o Arkansas and Arkansas State Cotlege, majoring in electrical engineering. |
joined the Navy and attended Nuclear Power School, Sub School, and various ficld related schools. Served aboard
several surface ships and submarines. When | was discharged Irom the Navy, [ decided to become a professional
cntertainer. For the next nine years, 1 toured the US and Canada with a Las Vegas Show Group.  Alter the (ouring
was over, 1 opened a recording studio and performed with the Portland Symphony Orchestra and the Westbrook
Symphony on a part-time basis, | recorded and performed with such groups as: Sly and the Family Stone, Andy
Gibb, The BeeGees. Blood Sweat & Tears, The Doobic Brothers, and so on.

Then, for 1he next 20 years. T worked in the manufacturing industry in maintenance management positions. I changed
careers a couple years ago alter being bitten by (he ham radio bug once more. 1'd decided o get a license again
hecause 1 had just become a Grandfather and thought it might be productive and interesting to expose my
grandchibdren to ham radio. Ham radio also intfluenced me to change careers back to the RF licld. T now work as i
system nunager tor Arch Southeast Comimunications, T get to climb towers and visit and repair remote transmitter
sites. |dearly love my new career!

i had joined several radio clubs in the past, but none oftered much more than 2-meter repeates communications as a
common interest. 1 clearly was looking for a ditferent kind of ¢lub, The CDXA is definitely an answer 10 my praycrs.
| joined the proup (o learn more about becoming a better operator, and to become more knowledgeable about DXing.
CDXA members are everything | if not more, than | expected. The group welcomed me and immediately made me feel
at home. The vast experience and knowledge available is sometimes overwhelming, but [ have never once felt
uncomfortable. ! like o operate CW and RTTY, and am just starting to get my feet wet in CW contests. The CW ops
especially have been a big help and motivation. I enjoy the Wednesday luncheons.  And, I hope (0 get more involved
with CDXA in the future.

Gary says he enjoys QRP and CW mobile operation. He spends long periods on the road and these two styles [it his
fravel mode quite well.  Apparently, Gary cnjoy somce free time—being a Chief Examiner for commercial radio
licenses, an inventor and holder of two US Patents.

Eeouldn't resist including this tag line—the signature Gary uses on the Internet:

MELT SOLDER!! 72/73 DE N5BI . GARY ¢x: WN5BIV--KD4MRC--KR4FC

VISIT WEB SITE AT WWW.CLTONLINE.COM/RIGGER

KNWD 4505/AT--AL-81 | --OHR4(}--38 SPECIAL--TENTEC CENTURY 21--

R7 VERTICAL. TH3IMK4 TRIBANDER, HOMEBREW 3 ELE. 30 MTR YAGI AT 11O FT.

Clearly, ull those years 1ouring paid olt—GCary's obviously an entertaining engincer.  Rest assured, Gary, we're all
loaking furward o your continued enjoyment of everything CDXA has 1o offer.

-K4ZA



BRITISH TERRITORIES RENAMED

Here in “the fiee world,” we often forget that colonialism is otill ative and well. For instance, Britain still has 13 territaries
lefL, afler the retuen of Hong Kong to China last June. These are lo be renamed, in order to make them sound more modern, as
part of a Furcign Office review of policy. Currently called “dependent territories,” the new name “British overseas territorics™
will take effecl next month. “Colony, implying subservience, was discontinued in 1956. Citizenship, which is also common to
the 11 territories under review, is part of the review process as well. Gibraltar and the Falklands—disputed temitories with
Spain and Argentina—are not under review. Hete are the territories and their populations:

Anguilla 10,000
Bermwda 61,000
British Antarctic Territory uninhabited
British Indian Ocean Territory uninhabited.
British Virgin Islands 19,3000
Caymnan Eslands 33,6000
Falkland Islands 2,500
Gibraltar 31,000
Montserrat 12,000
Pitcairn, Oeno Islonds 58

St. Helena 6,000
South Georgia, South Sundwich Islands uninhabited
Turks and Caicos 1slands 13,000

--N4UH

Don Dase K474 A

189 Timber Creek Drive
Stanley NC 28164
c-mail: kdzo @ juno.com
704-263-1134

FIRST CLASS MAIL

See something wrong on your address label? Notify K4ZA at once!
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